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of the Office or upon petition by the applicant. See 37 CFR 1 .31 3 and MPEP 1 308. initiative 



1. 
2. 
3. 



I This communication is responsive to toe amendment Wed on 8-2-04 
I The allowed claim(s) is/are 30. 2-5. 21-23. and 28 renumbered 1-9 respectively . 
The drawings filed on 20 September 2001 are accepted by the Examiner. 



4. IEl Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a) HAH b)DSome* c) □ None of the: 

1. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. m Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Sf2 MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 

? u.e »' lure t0 timely com P'y wi " result ''n ABANDONMENT of this application 9 requirements 

THIS THREE-MONTH PERIOD IS NOT EXTENDABLE. W"«-«uon. 

5 ' D ^NFORmTpATE^ !JS ST^SflSf ? S h UbmWed NOt ? I"' 3ttaChed EXAM,NER ' S AMENDMENT or NOTICE OF 
iiNrUKMAL HA bNT APPLICATION (PTO-152) which gives reason(s) why the oath or declaration is deficient. 

6. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

(a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-948) attached 

1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No./Mail Date . 

(b) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or in the Office action of 

Paper No./Mail Date . \^ 



Attachment(s) 

1 . Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2. □ Notice of Draftperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3. [3 Information Disclosure Statements (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No./Mail Date 2-1 2-02 

4. □ Examiner's Comment Regarding Requirement for Deposit 

of Biological Material 



5. □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6. □ Interview Summary (PTO-413), 

v Paper No./Mail Date . 

7. □ Examiner's Amendment/Comment 

8. |3 Examiner's Statement of Reasons for Allowance 

9. □ Other. . 
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Application/Control Number: 09/937,129 Paqe2 
Art Unit: 1724 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Claims 6-12, 15-20, 24-27, and 29 elected without traverse in the communication 
filed on 3-27-03 have been canceled. 

It is noted that the following references listed on the PTO 1449 form filed on 2- 
12-04 since the copies could not be found: JP 73307/1991; JP 2815/1993; JP , 
168443/1985. 

It is also noted that JP 63-1 5004 listed on the above-mention PTO 1 449 had not 
been considered since no abstract, translation, or concise explanation in the English 
language had been submitted. 

U.S. Patent 6,090,731 to Pike et al mentioned in the previous office actions has 
been officially cited on a PTO 892 form since it had been omitted from the PTO 892 
form mailed on 1 1-14-03. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1 146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571 ) 272-1 1 66. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Matthew 0 Savage 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 

mos 

October 26, 2004 



